This book is the second issue in the excellent series Neurosurgical Topics published by the American Association of Neurological Surgeons. The work was compiled from the eorts of sixteen contributors of both the neurosurgical and orthopaedic disciplines. The aim of the editor was to provide a basic foundation in the concepts involved in the diagnosis, biomechanics, treatment options, and therapeutic decision analysis of the injured spinal column from the craniocervical junction to the sacrum. Topics not addressed in this work include injury to the neural structures themselves with their rami®cations, and the rehabilitation phase of treatment. Neither is this book intended to be an operative atlas or`how to' book for spinal ®xation.
The initial chapters deal with general topics including prehospital care, clinical and radiological evaluations, and a useful primer on spinal orthotics. From there, speci®c anatomical regions are examined with regards to biomechanical considerations, injuries encountered in these regions, and currently accepted nomenclature and classification schemes. The eects of these injuries on structural integrity and the possible need for stabilisation are discussed in detail. Various methods of internal ®xation are presented. It is here where some readers may ®nd a de®ciency in this book. Since the book was compiled in 1990, many of the devices that are presently popular eg odontoid screws, are not or are incompletely discussed. Two excellent chapters detailing the special concerns of the paediatric population, and those in patients with preexisting spinal disease conclude the book.
In summary, this book is concise and well organised. It would be of particular use for those in neurosurgical and orthopaedic training but the outdated implant information may detract somewhat. The book would serve as an excellent reference to such personnel as physical specialists, or physiotherapists who deal with spinally injured patients regularly. This book provides additional useful information about the economics of spinal cord injury at a time when healthcare policies are rapidly changing and cost information is of the utmost importance. The authors attempted to study a population-based area sample, however this did not yield an adequate sample size. They therefore resorted to case ®nding through various associations. Forty-eight percent (48%) were identi®ed through the Paralyzed Veteran's Association and therefore there is a tendency to over sample the veteran population with spinal cord injury.
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The methodology is explained in some detail with subsequent chapters on prevalence, demography, etiology, direct costs and indirect costs. The chapter on indirect costs is especially useful and is fairly thorough in its description.
Information for the study was based on interviews with persons with traumatic spinal cord injury. One of the weaknesses of the study is the recall ability of persons with spinal cord injury, for details which may have occurred many years ago. Since exact costs could not be obtained, identi®ed quantities of medical goods and services rather than true costs were identi®ed. Goods and services were priced using the market prices for these items in 1988. All of this may lead to some under estimation of direct costs. It must also be recognized that the study only includes survivors at the time of interview and therefore there are certain mortalities biases. Recognizing these limitations, dierences are usually explainable by the methodology of the study. The information in the book is fairly consistent with other reported studies regarding the economics of spinal cord injury.
The book is well organized and fairly easy to read, and will be useful for both professionals and other persons who are interested in the economics surrounding spinal cord injury. It is an attractively hardcover bound book and is certainly worth the cost of $69.95.
